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Ex am in er  Rep or t  
 

 

Exam iners were pleased to note that  m ost  candidates coped well with the 

dem ands of both the Reading and the Writ ing tasks, although a broad range of 

abilit y was evident . Som e candidates appeared unfam iliar with the form at  of 

certain task types and cent res are rem inded of the need to prepare candidates 

specifically for the dem ands of the quest ions so that  they are confident  with the 

actual form at . 

  

 

Sect ion  A 

 

 

Par t  On e 

 

 

Q1  Fr e ize i t  

 

This quest ion provided a gent le ent ry into the paper for m ost  candidates and the 

outcom e was very posit ive for the m ajor ity.   

 

 

 

Q2  Kr an k h ei t en  

 

Ailm ents rem ain a popular topic and again m ost  candidates fared very well with 

this quest ion. Exam iners felt  that  candidates had heeded previous advice to 

allocate their  t im e wisely to each quest ion, rather than rushing through the 

seem ingly easy ones to progress to the m ore challenging quest ions.  

 

 

Q3  Sch u le 

 

This quest ion targets grades D and C and m ost  candidates were able to score 3 

or 4 m arks here. Unfortunately, som e candidates entered inform at ion into the 

wrong colum n. Responses for ( i)  and ( ii)  were accepted in any order, as were 

responses for parts ( iii)  – (v) .  

 

Parts ( i)  and ( ii) :  Vor t e i le   

 

The problem  areas cent red m ainly on:  

• keine Noten without  the necessary bis Klasse 8;    

• Nachm it tagsunterr icht  without  kein(en) ;  

• weniger Schulst ress or neue Bibliothek.   

 

Parts ( iii)  -  (v) :  Nach t e i le   

 



 

The concepts of Hausaufgaben and Sam stagsschule were generally dealt  with 

well.  The m ain reasons for not  scoring full m arks here were sim ply giving neue 

Bibliothek  without  any indicat ion of the need for this,  such as m an braucht ,  

put t ing weniger  before Schulst ress and offer ing words lifted som ewhat  

indiscr im inately from  the text  such as keine Noten and Zeit  für Hobbys.    

 

 

Par t  2  

 

 

Q4  Mög en  Sie I h r e Sch u le? 

 

Candidates are expected to write approxim ately 50 words in Germ an on the topic 

given and exam iners were pleased to note that  candidates seem ed well prepared 

for both this quest ion and this topic and were consequent ly able to write 

succinct ly and relevant ly. I t  should be rem em bered that  it  is possible for 

candidates to access the full assessm ent  range in 50 words and exam iners 

com m ented on the fact  that  the vast  m ajority of candidates were indeed quite 

capable of touching on a variety of themes in what  m ight  be considered a sm all 

num ber of words. 

 

Whilst  som e responses did rely on the inform at ion given in the em ail of Q3, m ost  

candidates were able to com e up with their  own original ideas  which included 

the benefits of being in an I nternat  ,  the quality of the food on offer, the various 

Sportm öglichkeiten ,  ext ra-curr icular act iv it ies such as Orchester ,  Chor  and, of 

course, the teachers. Only very few resorted to writ ing a list  of school subjects 

they enjoyed or st rayed off the point  to give details of where they lived, fam ily 

and holidays. I t  was encouraging to note that  the overwhelm ing m ajority 

expressed highly posit ive opinions on their  school.  

 

Candidates clearly m ade use of som e vocabulary available in the Q3 em ail, but  

there was no over- reliance on the language of this text . Most  used a var iety of 

vocabulary and st ructures including subordinat ing conjunct ions such as weil,  

wenn and even obwohl,  and m any t r ied to incorporate a range of tenses although 

there is no requirem ent  to do so in this task. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sect ion  B 
 

 

 

Par t  On e 

 

Q5 Das Dorfleben 

 

This quest ion led to m ixed outcom es. I t  targets higher grades (C and B)  and 

proved to be a reliable discr im inator. Candidates st ruggled with parts ( iii)  and 

( iv)  in part icular.  The task type relies on candidates’ understanding of synonym s 

or synonym ous phrasing and this would be an ideal area for developm ent  in 

cent res. 

 

 

Par t  Tw o   

 

 

Q6  Hat  d as Rad io  n och  Zu k u n f t ? 

   

Quest ion 6 targets grades B, A and A*  and is therefore m ore dem anding. 

Answers are assessed first  of all for com m unicat ion of correct  inform at ion, and 

then a global m ark is awarded for the quality of the Germ an. Whilst  t a r g et ed  

lift s from  the text  are allowed, candidates should be aware that  such lift ing will 

have an im pact  on the m ark awarded for the quality of their  language. When 

relying on the language in the text , candidates should be careful to lift  j udiciously 

and not  include all k inds of ext raneous m aterial.  

 

Candidates should also be aware of the ‘order of elem ents’ rule. Thus, if one 

m ark is available, only one piece of inform at ion will be assessed – the first  

answer candidates give. Candidates need to give precise answers which contain 

all relevant  detail to answer the quest ion set  

 

Close and careful reading is required here – of both the text  and the quest ions. 

Unfortunately, som e scr ipts showed evidence of superficial skim m ing only. 

However, on the whole candidates were able to com m unicate their  answers 

effect ively, if not  gram m at ically accurately.  

 

a.  Most  candidates enjoyed success here. Targeted lift s from  the text  were well 

deployed.   

 

b.  This quest ion led to m ixed outcom es and it  was not  always clear whether 

candidates had really understood the word Nachteil.  Answers often com pared 

listening to the news in the car with listening to the news at  hom e or offered 

t ruism s, which did not  relate to the text  such as  you can’t  take the TV in the car .  

Other answers did not  really address the quest ion as set  such as m an m uss nicht  

zu Hause bleiben, um  Radio zu hören.  I n m any instances, candidates lifted the 

text  verbat im  but  did not  om it  the crucial nicht  e.g. m an m uss nicht  zu Hause 

bleiben.   



 

 

c.  This proved to be a discr im inat ing quest ion. Many candidates did not  state 

the t rend expressed in the text  that  im m er weniger Leute hören Radio but  gave 

som ewhat  im precise responses that  included references to the fact  that  the 

younger generat ion prefer listening to I nternet radio and/ or Podcasts or a m ore 

general statem ent  such as m ehr Leute hören Radio im  Auto.  References to radio 

becom ing louder indicated som e m isunderstanding of the word laut  in the context  

laut  Stat ist ik .    

 

d.  This quest ion was intended to be m ore accessible and indeed proved to be 

so. The m ajor ity of candidates ident ified the correct  answer from  the text  and 

usually offered all three possible answers -albeit  with incorrect  verb agreem ent  or 

not  changing liest ,  sieht  etc. to agree with Leute in the quest ion as opposed to 

Generat ion  in the text . Exam iners allowed this for the reading com prehension 

m ark, of course, but  this was then reflected in the m ark awarded for language.  

 

e.  Closer reading and at tent ion to detail were required here and this quest ion 

proved challenging for m any who were happy just  to skim  and scan. This was not  

enough to gain the 2 m arks available. Whilst  m any candidates were able to pick 

out  at  least  one of the two posit ive aspects, they often did not  answer in sufficient  

detail,  e.g. they conveyed the not ion of Musikt itel kaufen und herunter laden but  

m issed per Mausklick  or sofort . This detail was required for the m ark. Candidates 

should be aware that  since this whole quest ions targets a range of grades, som e 

sub-quest ions will require in their  answers evidence of a closer understanding of 

the detail of the text .  

 

f.  A dem anding quest ion which different iated well.  I t  was necessary to read 

this quest ion carefully before answering. Many candidates went  st raight  for a lift  

from  the text  and cam e up with answers such as Leute, die weit  weg von zu 

Hause wohnen without  considering the im portance of Radiosendungen aus dem  

Ausland in the quest ion. Candidates seem ed to find the second possible answer 

easier to ident ify and convey. Weaker candidates just  gave the lift  from  the text  

m an kann Radiostat ionen aus aller Welt  und in jeder Sprache hören which did not  

address the quest ion at  all.  From  the language aspect , only the st ronger 

candidates were able to form ulate their  answers in a gram m at ically accurate way.    

 

g.  This quest ion also led to m ixed outcomes. There was m uch direct  lift ing of 

wenn m an etwas I nteressantes im  Radio verpasst  hat  -  which at t racted the 

m ark, of course. A significant  num ber gave answers such as wenn m an etwas 

I nteressantes hören will or wenn das Radio langweilig ist  or answers along the 

lines of when you are out  jogging/ running. All answers which seem  perfect ly 

plausible but  are based sim ply on their  own prior knowledge and could not  be 

rewarded. Others again lifted the incorrect  sentence from  the text  das ist  eine 

Art  Radiosendung zum  Herunterladen.  

  

h.  There was m uch success here and candidates tended to use a subordinate 

clause with a part ial lift  weil es bis jetzt  keinen I nternetanschluss im  Auto gibt .   

 

Knowledge and applicat ion of language  

 

Scores were variable, as m ight  be expected, but  only in rare cases was 

com m unicat ion hindered by poor and inaccurate language. Very m any candidates 



 

relied on the or iginal text  – this is fine in term s of com m unicat ing understanding 

of the text  but  it  will lim it  the language m ark. Those who preferred to use their  

own independent  language tended to do so skilfully and accurately.    

 

 

Sect ion  C 
  

Opt ion (c)  was the m ost  popular opt ion – at t ract ing approxim ately 40%  of the 

ent ry – with opt ion (b)  in second place but  followed closely by opt ion (a) . All 

three t it les offered candidates guidance in the st ructur ing of their  writ ing via 

bullet  points. I t  is essent ial that  candidates m ake sure they cover all the bullet  

points as these determ ine the content . Any om issions will be reflected in the 

m ark for Com m unicat ion and Content . Best  pract ice indicates that  covering the 

bullet  points in the order given is advisable.  

 

To access the top m arks, candidates should be able to link the concepts within 

their essay so that  it  form s a coherent  whole rather a sequence of disparate 

episodes. To achieve this coherence, candidates should be encouraged to use 

linking words such as außerdem , jedoch, leider  m ore confident ly, as well as a 

range of adverbial phrases such as vor zwei Jahren.  For the m ost  part  there was 

an over- reliance on sim ple sentence st ructures and at tem pts at  subordinat ion 

tended to focus on the use of weil or som et im es obwohl with the verb ist .  I t  is 

im portant  to use a range of tenses and verb form s, show evidence of a confident  

use of a variety of m ore com plex st ructures and lexis. High scoring responses 

were typified by this but  in general, the range of language used and the levels of 

accuracy achieved were variable. Exam iners ident ified word order, gender of 

nouns and adject ival endings as areas for developm ent  in this regard.  

 

Candidates should observe the word count  for the essay:  those who subm it  

shorter responses will not  be able to access the full m ark. Essays which exceeded 

150 words are not  penalised but  there were, in fact ,  som e long and at  t im es 

repet it ive essays which were self-penalising as the quality of language tended to 

deter iorate after the 150 words. Candidates should be aware that  it  is possible to 

access the full m ark range with a piece of writ ing of no m ore than 150 words 

which is well writ ten, addresses all the bullet  points relevant ly  and includes a 

range of vocabulary and st ructure. 

 

a)  Here the m ost  successful pieces of writ ing were well st ructured and 

coherent :  they covered the bullet  points in the order given, with a paragraph for 

each bullet  point  and the ideas successfully linked, especially those in the 2nd and 

3 rd bullet  points. Weaker candidates tended to write m ore general pre- learnt  

sentences e.g. m an m uss ...  recyceln,  alle Leute m üssen Müll t rennen rather 

than addressing the Sie in bullet  points 1 -  3. On the other hand, som e m ore 

able candidates gave detailed exhortat ions about  what  everyone should do to 

help the environm ent  but  om it ted to detail their  own cont r ibut ion. On the whole, 

candidates com m anded a pleasingly specific knowledge of vocabulary about  

environm ental m at ters. 

 

I deas in bullet  1 included recycling bot t les, paper, t ins and cans, bat ter ies etc. 

and switching off lights, TVs, com puters etc. when leaving the room  or the 

house. Cycling or taking the bus instead of dr iving by car were also popular. I n 



 

m any cases, bullet  2 covered the sam e list  of ideas as in bullet  1 but  here 

candidates had not  done these things. Som e developm ent  was achieved by 

adding that  in the past  the candidate had not  taken Energiesparen or  

Um weltschutz ser iously or had found them  boring. A good m any said what  they 

had done in the past  but  failed to say exact ly why it  was bad. Som e candidates 

were m ore im aginat ive in bullet  3 and m ent ioned solar panels for the house, 

energy saving light  bulbs, hybrid cars or working with an environm ental group. 

Bullet  4 was well answered by som e but  m ost  stated m erely that  the 

environm ent  was im portant  without  offer ing any reasons.  

 

b)  This quest ion was chosen by a wide range of candidates. Som e had 

problem s responding to the bullet  points as set :  I hren l e t zt en  Geburtstag was 

ignored in favour of bir thdays from  years ago. W ar u m  es die beste 

Geburtstagsfeier war  was overlooked in favour of stat ing sim ply that  it  was the 

best . I n addit ion, there was a high incidence of candidates t rying to incorporate 

into this essay pre- learnt  vocabulary and phrases from  other topics such as m y 

best  holiday, m y dream  job, m y favourite food etc. Whilst  m any candidates 

m anaged to link such elem ents successfully into the descript ion of the bir thday 

celebrat ion such that  irrelevance did not  becom e an issue, others were less 

skilful.  When addressing the final point  m any wrote about  what  they would do if 

they were r ich but  m ade no reference to the possibilit y of winning the pr ize. I n 

som e cases the €1000 seem ed to st retch very far indeed with several fam ily 

m em bers going on extensive t r ips abroad. 

 

St ructures and vocabulary deployed were m ost ly predictable e.g. ich bin/ wir sind 

. . .  gegangen, … geschwom m en, ich habe/ wir haben … gegessen,  …get runken,  

gekauft ,  get roffen usually with correct  form s and syntax but  som et im es 

inconsistent . Where candidates were able to m anipulate the language there were 

som e excellent  essays.  

 

c)  This was the m ost  popular choice, as already stated, and very m any 

candidates acquit ted them selves well here. However, som e candidates often 

produced a larger am ount  of detail about  their  fam ily than inform at ion 

addressing the other 3 bullet  points all put  together. Whilst  it  is not  necessary to 

address all bullet  points in equal m easure, it  is a fact  that  different  bullet  points 

elicit  different  ideas and st ructures – leading to detail and range. I n addit ion, 

exam iners read som e very pedest r ian and basic descript ions of fam ilies. The 2nd 

and 4 th points tended to be less developed as candidates undertaking this task 

found it  m ore difficult  to express opinions and reasons. I n addit ion, wie appeared 

not  to have been understood by m any, but  those reasons for why they did or did 

not  get  on with their  fam ily ranged from  the basic im m er net t  und sym pathisch 

to quite advanced descr ipt ions of why they were all on the sam e wavelength. 

Neulich  was m issed by a substant ial num ber who described holidays from  last  or 

previous years and here again, som e candidates t r ied to incorporate pre- learnt  

vocabulary and phrases from  other topics. These focussed on act ivit ies with the 

fam ily that  were um welt freundlich or  gut  für die Gesundheit  or had som ething to 

do with einkaufen.  Many went  on to elaborate future plans with their  fam ily, 

which was not  part  of the quest ion. The best  answers on the final bullet  point  

m ade pleasing and indeed heart -warm ing reading, but  m any reasons given were 

very basic.   

 

 



 

Whilst  m any used a range of st ructures and lexis, including e.g. past  tenses, 

subordinat ion, and infinit ive clauses with ease, others st ruggled with gender of 

fam ily m em bers, verb agreem ents, word order and adject ival endings. These 

would represent  areas for developm ent  

 

Exam iners felt  the paper reflected the interests of young people and offered all 

candidates the opportunity to dem onst rate their  com petence in Germ an. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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